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opposition thrown in the way of a leisurely
inspection is the less t<\ be regretted, however,
as it is the interior of the building which has
suffered most by that change which has con-
verted it into a mosque. Its main features
remain still unsubverted. The Turks were not
barbarous conquerors; indeed, the very day on
which St. Sophia's fell into their hands, Mahomet
the Second, observing a fanatical soldier tear up
the mosaic pavement, admonished him to
reverence with his scimetar. Whitewash, how-
ever, has done its best to deface what it has
not destroyed. Probably whoever has wandered
round St. Mark's has seen what more nearly
resembles the St. Sophia of Justinian than the
traveller who explores the building at the*
present day. Its dome, composed of pumice-
stone and brick? and pierced with twenty-four
windows, is a hundred and fifteen feet in
diameter, and hangs at the height of a hundred
and eighty above the pavement, the vast arches
which support it renting upon four massive pilfis,
flanked by four columns of Egyptian granite*